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Or 

In Arabic both   أ و  َ  and   أ م  َ   have the same meaning, they both mean ‘or’. However there is a 

difference in the way that they are used.  أ م َ  is used in a questioning sentence, where as   َ is used in أ و    

a non-questioning sentence. 

 

                                        Or    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this your uncle or your brother?                                              She memorised half of the quran or more 

ِ   َ   َ ْ َ                   ح ف ظ ت  ن ص ف  ال ق ر آن  أ و أ ك ث ر                                          َ    َ   َ   َ    ُ      أ خ ال ك  ه ذ ا أ م  أ خ و ك ؟      ُ ْ      ِ  َ  ِ 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  َ أ م  َ and أ و  

Questioning 

sentence 

  َ أ و   َ أ م 

Non-questioning 

sentence 
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؟   م و ز   َ َ ْ    َ    أ ك ل ت   أ م     َّ  ً ت ف اح ة   َ  أ      � 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

؟   م و ز   َ   أ م    َّ  ً ت ف اح ة   َ  َ َ ْ  أ  أ ك ل ت     � 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  َ  is constructed with two variables. These variables have a certain positioning, to put them in other أ م  

than its particular positioning, would be incorrect. 

Variable 1 Variable 2 

This variable comes 

straight after the 

questioning particle. 

This variable comes 

straight after the  أ م َ  
particle. 

Variable 1 Variable 2 
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� Form 10 sentences in Arabic using   أ م  َ  and  أ و َ  

 ل     .1
 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

6. 

 

 

 

7. 

 

 

 

8. 

 

 

 

9. 

 

 

 

10. 

  َ أ و   َ   andأ م 
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 . َ  is not used in a questioning sentenceأ و 
 

 

 

�Match the following sentences to the Arabic equivalents. 

 

 

 
1. Take this or that 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Eat the apple or banana o Muhammad! 
 
 
 
 
 
3. I saw a cat or dog in the street. 
 
 
 

 
 

4. I want to go to Yemen or Saudi in the summer holiday. 

 

 

 

 
 

5. Kill it with a stone or stick! 
 

 

 

 
6. I think he has 3 or 4 wives maa shaa allah. 
 

 
 

 
7. What I say or your father says, it is the truth. 
 

 

 

 
8. Sit here or there! 

 
 
 

    َِ   َ   َ   ْ خ ذ  ه ذ ا أ و  ذ ل ك 

! ُ               َ    َ  َ   َّ ك ل الت ف اح ة  أ و الم و ز  ي ا م ح م د    

ِ ر أ ي ت  ق ط ا أ و  ك ل با  ف ي الش ار ع   ِ        ِ ً  ْ َ   َ     ِ   َ  

ِ أ ر ي د  الذ ه اب  إ لى ال ي م ن  أ و  الس ع و د ي ة  ف ي ع ط ل ة  الص ي ف        َِ ْ     ِ  ِ ِ        ِ َ   ِ   ْ     ِ    َّ      ِ ُ  

ٍ   َ   ِ   ا ق ت ل ه  ب ح ج ر  أ و  ب ع صا    ِ  ْ  ْ ُ !  

   ْ   ال ح ق        َ   َ   َ  ُ  ُ َ   م ا أ ق و ل  ل ك  أ و  أ ب و ك  ه و 

ٍ           أ ظ ن  أ ن  ل ه  ث لاث  أ و أ ر ب ع  ز و ج ات  م ا ش اء االله         َ   َ  َ  َ   َ  َّ َ   ُ َ  

!ِ        َ        ِا ج ل س  ه ن ا أ و  ه ن اك   
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 . َ  is used in a questioning sentenceأ م 
 

 
� Match the following sentences to the Arabic equivalents. 

 

 

 
1. Did you go to the market or the mosque? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Did you eat the apple or banana? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Is this Khaalid or Abdullah? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4. Did your cat die a week ago or a month ago? 

 

 

 

 
 
 

5. Did your sister fail or pass in the exam? 

 
 

 

 
6. Is this teacher’s library or her father’s? 
 

 

 

 

 
7. Did the shaykh say this or did the imaam? 
 

 
 

 
8. Are they Jews or are they Christians? 

 

ِ  أ  إ ل ى الس و ق  ذ ه ب ت  أ م  إ لى ال م س ج د ؟  ِ   ْ     ِ  َ     َ   ِ       َ ِ  َ  

  ْ    ْ    َ   ل ت  أ م ال م و ز ؟     َّ  َ  َ َآلت ف اح ة  أ ك 

َ َ       َ   َ     ِ      أ  خ ال د  ه ذ ا أ م  ع ب د  االله؟

ٍ  أ  ق ب ل  أ س ب و ع  م ات  ق ط ك  أ م  ق ب ل  ش ه ر ؟    َ  َ   َ   ُّ  ِ      ٍ    ُ  َ  َ  َ 

ِ   َ       أ خ ت ك  ف ي الإ م ت ح ان  أ م  ن ج ح ت ؟    ِ  ِ     ِ  ِ   ُ   أ  ر س ب ت     َ 

ِ ِ   َ   ِ َ    أ  م ك ت ب ة  ال م د ر س ة  ه ذ ه  أ م  أ ب ي ه ا؟    ِ    ْ   ُ   ْ   َ 

ِ     آلش ي خ  ق ال  ه ذ ا أ م  الإ م ام ؟    َ   َ   َ  َ        

  َ        َ          أ  ن ص ار ى ه م  أ م  ي ه و د ؟
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� Help Muhammad translate the following text, in the empty box which follows. He 

seems to find it difficult to know whether to put   أ و  َ or  أ م َ  ! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take this Ahmad or that but please hurry. Ok ustadaadh but is this for the student or 

the teacher? It is for the teacher.  

 

(Ahmad returns after an hour or two and asks the teacher) 

 

Where is my book o teacher? Look on the chair or in the desk, I think I may have 

placed it there.  

 

Ahmad returns and sits down in his seat. Ustaadh did you go to India last week or 

Pakistan; I forgot what you mentioned. And I heard that your sister or brother is ill, 

is this true? 

 

Yes Ahmad, indeed my brother is very ill. The doctors said he was about to die. 

Alhamdullilah he is better than before! May Allah cure him. 

 

So ustaadh, what are we going to study today, the Arabic language or fiqh? Today 

we will study the Arabic language, in shaa Allah. 

 

Yunus enters, Ustaadh come quick I saw a snake. A snake?!! Where?? Yes, ustaadh 

a snake, and I think it is the library now, or in the playground. Quickly come and 

bring a stick or a stone…… 

Lets kill it!!! 

 

….Ustaadh there is one slight problem. Who is going to kill it? You or I !!??? 
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