An excerpt translated from: http://www.albaidha.net/vb/showthread.php 7t=2572

By Shaikh Ali Ridaa (in reply to some questions). Two of the questions (asked by a sister) were:
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What is the ruling on rape in Islam? And is there a difference between when the one raped is a
child or an adult? What is the ruling for rape when penetration doesn't occur?

What is the ruling on the one who does this (i.e. the rapist)?

Part of the Shaikh's reply:
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The raping of children is a huge crime in Islam and its punishment is death. As for when
sodomy occurs to a child or an adult, it is obligatory upon the Ruler (Sultan) to establish
the punishment of death upon the criminal and not the victim...



If the rape was without penetration, the Ruler can apply the punishment which - in most
cases - reaches the death penalty — as a rebuking example. As a protection for the
community from the evil of these rapists. And there is no difference in establishing the
punishment of death upon the rapist for that if he raped a woman.



